January 21, 1944

Lient, T, F.lnghes
Armed Guard School
Y¥aval Repair Base
San Riego, Calif,

Yy dear ‘Prnffpamr‘~

Profesgsor, I understand, 1= ap@ll&d with one £, and 2 s'e, but T don't think
that that should bother between frienmds, This ofcourse acknowledges your
latter of the 17th and I hasten to assure yon that from our sxy@riance in
California that rating B gasoline eards and having money %o pay for the gas,
doea not neceasarlly mean that you are geing to get the gascline. After
Bill left on the 28%th or 2%th, we set gail for San FPraneisco, Reno, Salt Lake
City, Wyoming and home.  The morning we lsft it rained cats and doge and we
succeeded in getting as far ap Bante Marid, A short way above Santa Barbara
we aaked at the AdL sbout the Trail Ridge Hoad especlally through Yosemite
Ngtional Fark We wers told that for the: next fowr or flve days that the
road would be closed’ on aceount of snmow, Hlso the road from Frisce to Reno

snd peints east,  Ofcourme we did mot belléve owr informant but 2id take his
advice and turned east immediately.by way of Needles, Grand Canyom, Albuguerque,
Amarillo, Cklahoma City, Muskogee, Wetumka, Denton (C.I.A. or 7.5.C.%.), Dallas,
and Orange. The minute we hit the rdidge in California we Found the snow en
sach aide of the road but the road was open, This we fonnd te be true all the
way across California, Arisona, New Wexico, Texas and up to Oklshoms Clty,

We hit a nice day at Grand Canyon and enjoyed the view, alsoc the Painted
Desert and the Petrified Forest, Sunday alternoon at Albuguerque we
decided to run up to Senta s and see if we could do Tzos, Clmsrron Canyon,
Raton and &merille, %e did get to Santa Fe but the snow and lee wers so

terrible we immediately went baak to Albuquarque and travelled our itimerary
fraom there,

#hen we srrived within abgut 75 or 80 miles of Heedles, Calif, with about one~
gquarter of a tank of gascline left, we ran into a complets vacuum of gascline,
%o were able to coast down hill ahout twelve miles into Needles or we would
not have been able to have stretched our guarter of a tank that far, There.
wag no ges in Needles for anything except trucks and buses. We kidded sround
for about cne hour watil the £illing station man received his next months
supply of gasoline, and thus were able to procmed, For the 1lif'e of me I

' cannet see why they pernit the coupon holders to get as many gallens of gre
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per coupon as they deo oubt on the Pssific comst. I balieve I would rather have less
goupons and be assured that I might get gesoline.

¥het with being married to a wonderful woman, spending Christmes with Butch and BiML,
you and Helen, having s wonderful trip, I would say that that season ranks with

any other Christmas that I have ever known., You may have Homer's address, bub here
are the addresses of both of the hoys: ' o '

Lt, W. B, Stark, II Howsr H, Stark, 5/10

VIIB -~ 143 U, 8. 3. Bichaond
HAG - 11 : : Becond Divieion

1st MAR Alp Wing ~- FM? o - a/o Pleet Post Office

Havy 140 (one four smere} .~ San Francisco, 0alif,

c/o Fleat Poat Office
San Franciseo, Calif,

Homer bas had another 135 pound abell drop oub of the gun, this time om his doe.
Thether it eut the toe off or just washed it T don't Inow, sines he ls slways
careful not to give too many deteils. B121 1s out on the fromt somewhere. WFe
4o not konow whera, although DButeh inbimstes it is Bprite Santos. Frown s7
repeated mention of Buitch you have probably gsthered that she has arrived in
(fange and is now domjoliled &% Lhe houss. Nelds and I arriyed howe and Cound
that her Hother and Pather bad wen sick the entlie Christmas helidays, and we,
of course, moved in With them, WUe bad intended to move home whep DBubeh arriv&d
but she got here before Mrs, Childers was sble to be left and since ¥iss Gonboy
is alsc absent on wvacatjon from the hospital, we have jmet continuved to glay st
B02 Orange Avenue éuring ¥rs, Childers! ewnv&l@§g§ggg,

Buteh Iamka fine w,sag% tha baby is bmgimning ta kick her around, and seemsz to
be bearing up wnder Bill's absence very.well, Julla stays in the house with bar
at night, and ofecurse she has the two dogs, the little one -~ Dilbert -~ in bed
with ber and the polices dog "Vido" serving so assistant to Pabte in the yard.
Pate, hy the way, has taken unto himeself another wife. I swear the came disesse
geems to have hit all the grandfathers in this community. Wﬁgg we arrived home,
we found Becky llving in her oen house and Bebtiy living with Helen Redd; hut
because of Lhis slege OF cold and rain, her sinus had foreed her to go baak to
Kastin, Thile we were gone they had a 16t 6 cold rotten weather, and we are
today celebrating the (irst week of dry sunshine we have had since arriving in
Texas. lMest everybody has recovered from the flu, but Felda seems %o e hatehing
& cold snd whether It will develop inte the influenze, I have no way of imowing.
- I disgovered also that she is somewhat bothered by sinus, bubt has what I helieve
tc be a heelthy fear of an operation.

The shipyards sre buey as they can bs turning cut war meterials and I saw more
LCI's or lsnding craft on the ways the other day. They are continuing to finish
and occupy more houses dally, and I have mo way of knowing Just how meny people
we will have herej-although Doug shakes his head regularly and says they will
never £ill up all the houses, we still have no vacancies nor do we ssem o have
any in sight, I think %, T. Burton has brought in s new well on The lutcher &
Moore Lumber Company traéf}“%ﬁ&"ﬁ??gﬁ_amd Gacrge Colburn are up taking a look at
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it this afterncon, Incldentally at the annual meeting of The
Lubtcher & Moore Lumber Company the: other day we added Doug and

. Byron and Ben WeDonough to the Board of Directors. The annual
meeting of the Sablna Supply Couwpany 1s scheduled for Friday,
the 28th, and I suppose we will have the pleasure of lockling at
a gtatement which will pay to the Government 2 nies sum of money.

- I am going te write to Hower and Bill this afterncon and I shall
inalude ?aur address in-both of ‘the letters, George and Byrem
have - oking at the well and &ve very much

pleased over ft. I% made about 2456 burvels in the last 24 hours
thirough a one-aighth inch choke.

T was awfhlly aorry tm ‘hear about the burglary across the street

. but have gathered the impression that you and Helen had pmt aboub
syeTything of value away and are probsbly none the worse for the
inspection which the intruder asppsrently gave you. I guess I

. could continue to wribte more of the same type of news, but I am
perfoctly sure thad you and Helen wight be somewhat bored with

~ the information from hers, To sum it all up, Welds ‘and I were
hapoy o spend Christmas with Fou foiks, and are continuing %o
Tind happlness each diy as our lives go on, We. sra juat hopeful
that we will a1l be able to west agsin when the war is over and
peacs iﬂ declared, T am a 1ittle old Pashioned snd perhups too
mld and experienced t6 be sangulne se to the ultimele weeting of

; bowever, in closing I do want to repeat that owr hopes are
ﬁiéh and will continue tc remsin so. Take eare of yourself and
let ps hear from you from time to time. ‘ '
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